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DIFFERENT WHEELS 


Listen, listen! On the trunk of a tree, in a little house, lived 
a fly, a frog, a hedgehog, and a yellow-crested rooster. 


One day, the frog, the hedgehog, and the rooster went into the forest to collect 
flowers, mushrooms, twigs, and fruits. The fly flew above them as they walked. 


In the middle of the forest, they reached an open space and found something 
curious—a small funny car. There was no one in it, and its wheels were all 
mismatched. Each wheel was of a different size. 


The first wheel was very small, the second a little bigger, the third medium-sized, 
and the fourth one was huge. 


The car had probably been standing there for many, many years, because 
mushrooms were growing underneath it. 

\ While the fly, the frog, the hedgehog, and the rooster 

ff, were admiring their find, a little rabbit hopped out from 

the bushes and began looking at the car. Then, he burst 


out laughing. 


“Is this car yours?” they asked him. 


“No, no,” said the rabbit. “It belongs to the bear. He worked and worked 
on it but couldn’t finish it. Look, there’s his mark on it.” 


The hedgehog said, “Let’s take it back home—it might be useful 
someday.” 


The fly, frog, and rooster agreed, and they all started pushing the car. But it 
wouldn’t move. The different sizes of wheels wouldn’t let it roll. 


They pushed and pushed, but the car didn’t budge. It just tilted to one side 
because the path was bumpy and full of holes. 


Seeing this, the little rabbit laughed so hard that his tummy almost burst. 
“What a useless car!” he said, still laughing. 


The fly, frog, hedgehog, and rooster were tired from pushing but didn’t 
want to leave the car behind. Maybe they could use it somehow. 


The fly said, “I know!” and she 
turned the smallest wheel into a 
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spinning wheel for making thread. 
“Let’s each take one wheel home!” 


So, they all rolled one wheel back to their house 


The fly took the smallest one and rolled it along, 
humming happily. 
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Watching them, the little rabbit laughed again. 
“What funny creatures, taking those mismatched 
wheels home!” 


Then, he hopped back into the bushes. 


When the fly, frog, hedgehog, and rooster 


reached home with the wheels, they began to 
wonder what to do with them. 


The hedgehog stuck two sticks into his 


wheel and made a cart to carry mushrooms 
and branches from the forest. 


The frog thought hard, and an idea 
popped into his head. He used the 


medium-sized wheel as a pulley to 
draw water from the well. 


The rooster, using the largest wheel, made a watermill. 


So, all the different sized wheels were put to good use. The 
fly spun thread from her spinning wheel, the frog fetched 
water for the garden, the hedgehog collected mushrooms and 
firewood, and the rooster ground flour with his mill. 


One day, the little rabbit came to see how they were doing. 
They were all so happy to see him! 


The fly gave him a pair of warm mittens she had made, the frog 
brought him carrots from the garden, the hedgehog offered 
mushrooms and berries, and the rooster gave him bread and cake. 

The rabbit, feeling embarrassed about how he had laughed at 
them earlier, said, “Sorry, friends. Now | see that even different 
sized wheels can be put to use if you know how to use them.” 


And look at these toys—you see, they all have different kinds 
of wheels. So many toys can be made with wheels! Try to make 
some wheels with cardboard, thin wood, or buttons, and see 
what fun toys we can create! 


Soon, they arrived at a riverbank. 
"Let's go for a swim," said the frog, jumping into the water. 
The chick, mouse, ant, and lady-bird cried out, 


"But we can’t swim!" 


"Croak croak!" laughed the frog. "Then what can you do?" 


He laughed so hard that he almost ran out of breath. 


The chick, mouse, ant, and beetle got angry. They started thinking 
about what they could do. They thought and thought, and then they 
came with a brilliant idea. And this is what they did. 


The chick went away and 
soon came back with a leaf. 


And the lady-bird found a long piece of black string. 


Then they all set to work. They stuck the straw to the bottom of the 
walnut shell, and they tied the leaf to it with a thread. In just a 
minute, they made the most beautiful sailboat you ever saw! 


They pushed the boat in the water, went on board, 
and off they sailed. 


The frog stuck his head out of the water and wanted to laugh 
again, but by then the boat had floated far, far away. 
It had drifted so far that the frog couldn’t possibly catch it! 


You can also make boats like this with wood, tree bark, or 
bottle caps. You can make a boat with paper or even a pea pod. 
Try making a boat like this—it might just sail very well! 


